[Slcoop

Both Rde Knoe-Colling and Me Derby points owl hat the intamationsal
judges woukd not Lainl heir reputations by Bddling with he resulbs of
a compalilien in Singaporne. Exclaims Me Enox-Colling “WWe anly had
aboul 27 compelitars thal year’™ The lead judge al (e 2002 Sngapons
Halicnals wae tam Carada, had judged al the Caradian Nationals that
Jamusry ard vae on B vy o e Waild Crampicnships in Magamn in
March hal vear “We wane lucky o have judges wilh such exparienca. I
wan ridiculaus ke anyans 1o 1hnk hey wolld ek heir gosd rames and
slandings with 1 Inkematioral Skaling Wnien,” Me Knax-Collne aiabes
Tirrnly.

Far the uniriiated, the Intematiaral Skabing Unicn (IS0 aaks e rubes ki
ks higheet levals of akaling—the Clympics, (e Werld Champicnahipe,
ke 15U Grand Pric circull 82 wisl a8 he Junicr Warde and Junion Gramnd
Priz eyenls. All counlries Balenging 1a 1ha 13U ane obiged o falkny B
fuled Tor compelilive eyl in Senior, Jurior and Movice, Using tha 15U
megulalicng a8 8 RBundation, e MNalicnal Tederalions doayeloap 8 |osal
rameieark fof howsar beval akating. (SISA doesnt balang Do 1 IS0 pel
becaiea L Bokes an Okmpic sipe akaling rink, which I8 a prareguisie for
mamberahip. )

A greal Tgure skaber can make a programime [cok like 8 spontamsous
crealion of perfommance an, bul i fact ehe or he i following & hghly
slructured compaaition, corsialing of pre-planned [Umps, epine and sleps
Al e masl basic lewal, shaling requires rock-solid mental concardration
and physical atrength, if the skalens an 1o going o meel 1he reguiemant
ragukations.

Simgapore alvways hae bean careful 1o bring in judges soonadibed by s
Irtermalional Skating Union ihrough their respective national skating
federations. Far the Gral bads Championehips in 2002 and 2003, judges
carme from Skate Canada ard oo Skaling Suslralia. n 2004, judges
carme from Ehe Karea Shkating Unien and from Skate Canada. This year,
i Japan Skaling Federation gave papmigsion for Hideds Sugila, ane of
ils moat sariar judges, 1o alficiate al the Singapare Matiomals.

Jusdging & not an exact science, and judges do make mislakes, Me
Dierby says. Thire is Bk dime 1o make the call, &0 amons can happen.
Somelires, i =8 simple mathamabical mistake where the deduction ia
aubiiracted incommectly. Somelmes, il & judge & usng 8 compubenzed
peogram 1o inpul their marks, they typse i Bhe weng rumber

Somelimes, there & an aclual emor in judging. For example in pairs
akating. & judge may miss e fact (hal ane of the skaters did only a
daibd jurip while his of her pariper did 3 Irple. Somedimes, the udge's
poailion on tlse pamal makes it diMcUll 1o see whether & jump was urder-
ralated of bao-faaled,

Me Dedby speaks from hard-eamed personal experence. She i
a former paine skater from Canada, with the scars from skating
mizhaps o prove it Owver a 20-year perod, she eamed her judging
alripes al Skale Canada where she judged a8 many &8 20 low-
level comgpelitions a year, belore moving up the ranks. Ms Derby
besn judging intemationally for Nve years and has been on S154'
execulive commiltes since 2003, On behall of Skate Canada, &l
judged at the Intemational Skating Union'e Junior Grand Prix event
in China and she mosl recenlly judged at the Canadian Senior
Mational Champlonshigs in Lopden, Ontans.

“the calibre of skating seen at the At National Figure Skating Cham phanahlpa...
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