The trials of judging

Ewen the chilly temperatures in the rink didn’t stop the ke skaters
from feeling the heat at the Singapore Natsenal Champlonships hald
last monih, Tha relentless pressure of compsting at Nafionals had
all the skaters—and i seems thelr parenis—parspiring in a collective
state of high anxiety.

Vian he music was inishad and the curtsss were dong, somse skalars
laf tha ica, shaking thalr haads in worndkss disappoimtmant. CRhar skatars
M Qff with Driliant smiks and axuberant hi-eas far Theair coachas.

“Hationals i mod an easy compat&on. | doubt thad mast sdults hare today
wiallkd hava the courage %o compata under thase candions " sed Andrea
Darky, dractor of training & development for Singapare oo Skating
Azsocation (SISA8) “You're slone out there. People are waiching, Tha
Jumps are hard. Tha e & harder-—-and you'm baing udged, not jusk by
tha cificlals but by your peers and your parents.”

Unfamunately mast fans, and not [usd in Singapara, o not know enough
about figure skating to Judge an evant. °l applaud the @ffor of the parants
wiho want i kam mere abeat the sport,” sayvs Ms Darby. Tha Datier
adicated e popuatien, the faster the slandards can nee, sha adds
“Hoavar, | co bellewe that & lot of pecple waiching the spont do nod
undersiand all the aspects.”

& itthe knowledge can be & dangerous thing, especially in & sport such
as fgure skaling which has both siingent technical ks and mana
subjective presantation maquiremants. On tha technical slde, aach jump,
stap and spin must be execubad acconding to precise eguiamants, Tha
average spectator aten can't distinguish the technical armars balng noted
Byt Al jundkges do Sdjiist e asares,

& tha sametimsa, skating is alse detingd by mone ephamaral requiremarnts:
sLCh @8 ‘harmonious compasition’, ‘inbanpretation’, ‘style” and fiow’, to
rama & few alemants. For a skating judge, this sacond mark |5 far mana
dfficull to deciga. Inevitably, an officials scening & going to be nfluenced
by his or har achual eopenence, his cultural background and parhaps
his o hiar age. Tha really is that difarant [udges can value and rewand
diflarant qualities. Wharass ona Judge may reward an imperact program
wifth highar difficulty, ancthar judge may prafer an easier bt claan
prEgram

Tha situation is highly sensitive. Competiors in skating often ane vary
yoking mnd, consaduenty, the parents are vary profective. In a sport that
I8 both techinical ard subjacheg, 118 easy 0 cny fow

In #2002, eight year akd Micola Ang won har avent, despite falling on a
dauble loop [ump. Har neanest compatitar had not fellen, so many people
v aUrprised whan tha results were pasted, *| know that some peopla
concludad that Nk won becauss she was my daughéar” says Alynn
Enox-Colling, who wes prasident of the skating asscciation at tha tims,
Thare was @wan some spuricus falk that “a Singaporean had fo win
bacausd the avent was sponscred by the Spoarts Council” says Ms
Knexe-Colling, wha is now activa in Aigure skating in Seatte whana Nicala
traires,

Meding could ba farthar from the e, Ms Daerby, who did nof officiate at
tha @ank, uses this axampls o llusirate that the avarage speciator mignt
reit have appraciatad the greatar degras of diMculy n Mieola's program.
“IF your know winal o ook far, you can tall whan a program has highar
cuality,” sakd Ms Darby. "You come to understand that a fall on a jump
daean pecesanly undercil the averall higher value of a pragramme. &
&l doeanl neceararly MRan you lose "
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