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The Strong & the Brave

Skaters go for glory of National Title

By Laura Haid
Photos by Heidi Klum

“the calibre of skating seen at the 4" National Figure Skating Championships..."
: -

The future of figune akating n Singapore kas never looked brighter,
as evidenced by the calibre of skating sean al the 4™ National Figune
Skaling Championships held over two days in =arly March, Events
across (e board were holly conlested as akalers vied for a gold
mesdal and the glory of 8 National title.

Guesl of Hanour &l e Medal Presentalion and Parade of Championa
wag Brigadier General Gearge Yeo, Minigler of Fareign Afaine. B-G Yea
presanted the medals to the bop three winners in esch evenl During his
speech, he confessed that he had been siumpased (o k=arn tat skaling
veaE undergoing 3 revival

B~ Yoo later told SE3A President Lim Chee iad that the S3ingapore skal-
ers looked very nabural and “pook to fhe ice like fish fo water” On band
o see e skabers for themselees were B-5 Gary Yea (RET), Singapare
Sparls Council Chief Execulive Officer Con Jin Tel and S3C Chisf of
High Performance Dr. Toh Kian Lam.

And whal a remassance they saw! Regisiration for the Nabionals was
up almost 1000 year an year, with aboul 60 shalens taking part in 2005,
fs Singapare's enly official Clympic Winler sport, ice skaling has had to
ryercame sceplicerm aboul cimabe and the sporfe relevance to Singa-
pare. “Paogle didnt balisve @ was possible far us io produce good skal-
&S insuch a hol climale,” says Mr. Lime “And yet, our skatiers ane getling
bextter every year, and looking at aur cument numbers for the Kational
Champiorships, we fesl vindicaled.”

‘Skaters in Singapore are actualy farther shead of a number of developed
raalions in ekaling, thanks ta the competilive drive of these children,” adds
5154 director of traning & development Andrea Derby. "They ane diven
|0 lrainm hard and they want 1o be Mol

The bigges! bamier to Sngapore's enfry nie niemational skaling is
the lack of an Olympic size nnk. “Sithout 3 proper rink, they're like an
Olympic swimmer, fraining in & wading pool.” saye Me Darby, who = an
inb=mationaly trained skading judge. Singapore = fortunabe with its good
toaches, she says, bul if the skatens doonot ged & rnk, they will nok catch
L bo the world leaders in shaling.

In Ehe meantme, though, Singapore’s skabers are giving the sport Ehedr
kgt shot. The number of skaters in the anéry lavel pre-preliminary
cabegary was up dramalically with a total of almost 30 shaters antered in
ibe A junder 11 years ofd) and B (11 years & older) evenls. Many skaiers
veare competing for the first fime ad Maionals, an indication that mone
people are laking up the spart an a compedifive basis, as cpposed ko pure
recreatianal skaking

“the calibre of skating seen at the 4*" Naticnal Figure Skating Championships.,."
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