»ICE SKATING

Winning makes it all
worthwhile for Sarah

By Coan Y1 Suen

SARAH Afigah Rodgers took
three weeks off from school
and flew halfway across the
globe to compete in the na-
tional ice-skating champion-
ships recently.

But it was all worthwhile
for the Scotland-based Singa-
porean after she won the girls'
preliminary category two Sat-
urdays ago.

Speaking with a thick Seat-
tish accent, the chirpy
10-year-old explained: “This
is my best moment in skating.
I really wanted to come in
first.

*1 have never come in first
before and this was the nation-
als, not any regular competi-

tion. It was great, My rela-
tives were all here to support
me."

Her previous best was a
second in the pre-preliminary
1;.11eﬁ[:r:,- in the 2004 champ:-
onships.

The 1.22-metre girl, whoss
mum Eny i Singaporcan and
dad Jim iz a Scof, was born in
Singapore but has been living
in Glasgow since she was four
mionths old.

She got her first pair of
ghates at three and has been
competing regularly in in-
ter<club competitions in Scod-
land since she was five.

Sald Sarah: "We wsed to
come back to Singapore about
four or five times a year b vig-
it relatives and friends, But,
since I started schoal, the vis-
its have been getting fewer
and fewer,

"[‘-Il;lﬂﬂ::ﬁ, we Just come
back onee a year for the na-
Homals. ™

Her performance caught
the eye of Singapore lee Skat-
ing Association’s director of
training and development, An-
drea Derby.

Said the Canadian, who is
an international judge: “She
has Lmd technical abilities,
Hes skills now will place her
among the top 30 per cent in
her age group in the world.

“She also has something ex-
tra which even some
world-class skaters doa't have
= personality and charizma,

"The potential to become &
topeclass skater is definitely
there. "

After a three-week stay
here, Sarah will fly back to
Scotland and return to her
books at Glasgow's Mount
Cameron Primary School,

So can she juggle skating
and stwdies?

“1 can cope with afl iy sl
jects, l::l;q:l:pi mathz!” zhe
laughed. “I'm crap at L™

She says languages are her
forte in school.

Besides English, she speaks
fluent Gaelic and wanis to
pick up at least two more.

Mum, who is Malay, teach-
e4 her Malay at home. Sarah
also hnp:: 1o learn Chiness
and French.

Besides training six days a
week at Clympia Figure Skat-
ing Club, she still finds time
for fencing, pottery and dra-
i,

Li,-,'ing in a foothall-mad
city, she pledges alleginnee 1o
Celtic, rather than Rangers,

“1 den't like the colour
blue," she gquipped. "I
watched my first Celtic game
two years ago. It was Henrik
Larsson's last match for Celi-
ie.”

She hopes to don the
red-and-white of Singapore in
futiere and is in the national
d:'.'ﬂl:lpml squad.

*Watching the Winter Ol-
ympics was quite inspiring, |
want to become an Olympic
skater and represent Singa-
pare,” she said.

50 why Singapore, not
Scotland?

“ like it here,” she said. “1
have a bot of friends and rela-
tives here.

“The weather iz nice and
hot, 1 can't stand the cold.
And [ like spicy stuff, Laksa is
my favourite.”

WINNING FORM: Only 10, Sarah claims the girls' preliminary

championdh

ips after taking as break from scheol

and flying bere from
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