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STARS ON ICE: Thirteen-year-old Saki
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¥ FIGURE SKATING

Japan’s wonder on ice in Singapore

TeErENCE Liv

SAKI Jimbo, 13, looks like a typical
Japanese schoolgirl in her sailor uni-
form and knee-high socks. But, based
on competition results and skating
tests, she is the highest-ranked fgure
skater in Singapore.

Saki has won the events she com-
peted in at the Singapore National Fig-
ure Skating Championships for three
years in a row.

She was the chﬂun in the juve-
nile group in 2003 topped the pre-
novice eategory in 2004 and this vear,

The Japanese Secondary School
student performed in Holiday on lee
enrtier this month and did a solo act.
She was one of four local scts who per-

formed in the show,

“I was n:-ﬂll}r nervows and [ felt like
throwing up,” she said, “Bui in the
end, [ did i4."

Her performance was so good that
afterwards she was offered a Ffull-time
job with the show. She had to tam it
dowm this time, though, as she is oo
yvoung and her dad says studies must
come first,

Enid her mum, Tomoko: *“Her fa-
ther is very supportive but insists that
her studies are most important. If her
Flaclrs fall, then he will pull her out of

igure skating. "

Saki is 50 devated to figure skati
that she has lessons five days a wee
and practises at the rink every day.

“Even if she's tired, she still goes
for her practice. She doesn't give up so

easily,” her muem said,

Saki is graveful to friends for intro-
ducing her to skating when she was
?ﬂ'ﬁn. “and I thought it was very good

un'.

Mow she performs jumps, spins and
marns without showing fear, mum SAYE,
“home skaters have that worried book
when they do thedir Jumps. but Saki
just poes all out and does it."”

Saki tdelises Japan's Mao Asada
and is now working on her donble ax-
¢l, which iz a jump and 2% rotationg
before landing,

“This is nob very ¢asy s it requires
a lot of force and sr:m and perfect ex-
ecution,” Saki safd.

Amy advice for budding skaters?

"Don't be afraid and ganbatbie {go
for it, in Japanese)!™



