[Fleatures

Canadian Olympic Coach
Fires Up Local Skaters
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It's a wonder the lce didn't melt. Olymgic
Coach Doy Lelgh U a fire  undar
Singapore's compatitive figure skatars Last
month during the second annual Olymgic
Dream Seminar, erganized by Sngapore
les Skating Associatesn (SISAL “IF you're
it prepaned fo do what [t takes b ba Mo,
you'ra mt going 1o get anywhera" e
sald emphatically, “It's sasy o blame ‘the
syslem” as the reason you're not geting
wherna you wani to go, You have io ba biggar
thamn mal”

Mr. Leigh's wards carmied 8 lol ol ressrance
with e Singaporean Kide who afrugghke with
a demarding education system ard lirnibed
frainieg comdilicins, However, 1se 55 year-akd
caash fram Skate Canada g kncwn fof ba
real and malivational akilks wilh allkeles almosl
ae much ag he i lor his lechncal knosledge,
Shaters and coaches from acrass Che globe,
ncluding a Pardiil Trom Singapore, have
fravedad for traming o his Mariposa School af
Shkating near Tomanka, Hig voice cracklimg wiEh
alectnicily, Mr. Leigh added. * Yaw have e find 8
way b d@a your job—ard hen da il

Ag @ coach, Mr. Leigh hae been doing his job
wall Tor a long trne. His athlabes bave won a
tatal af 17 Warkd ard Okripic madals. He has
bepn b0 25 corasulive Werkd Champiarehips
and & Winber Oiympic Gares, He has a Lewal d
raling Fam the Malional Coaching Cenilicabion
Pragram, which could b described as the
Camadian cousin 1o Singapores  Nalional
Coaaching Accredilation Prograsi. He was

OE0 EPOATMAL

jenad on the saminar this year by his wifs
Michelle, who alse B an Oymols coach with a
Lavel 4 raiing

Theair gung ha enthusisem for the sport proved
Irresistinks for tha 23 shaders and fva coeches
from Singapore—and tor @ 17 yaar-old who
drod Im with her family from Malaysia to atheand
e saminar,  Closar o home, 10 waar old
Tabitha Lin, who bekangs 1o the Bl Stars Fgura
Shating Club, described the seminar as one
ol the el ecperiences &he Fbas had on e
It waze challenging, and il wae Tun,” £he 2aid
Ewan wilh the group lesscn farmsad, ahe gol
g valuable advice am ber axel and double
salkchiow jumps. © alsa leamed nevw waye G
efiber ard eull Yy Spins”

Hesting the semirar waen'l sy for SISA
Expenses such a8 renling the ice, ar fanes for
coaches and accommadalion guickly add up
Thee tolad cosl of the seminar vas an eslimated
535000, A a samall ‘other” nalional spoits
aksaciaiaon wilh Emiled public funding, SISA
in val ancther example of SinJapore's mew
datemrniralion in aports 16 'gel the job done’
Thea fz=acialion raised aboul 515,000 thraugh
ile Cyrpic Dream Lucky Drav carker this year
o help pay for the semirar SISA recahved
aboul F15,000 in indng thecugh the Singapare
Sports Coundl, says SISA vice pregident Sanja
Chang. S154 aled has applied for suppor fam
e Singapore Nalional Qkmpic Cowncil via ibs
Ciympic Solidanily Tund, tharks 1o e shaling's
slalies 85 & winler Olyripic spot—indesd, as
Singapore's andy alficial winter Clyraic apart.

Iraricaly, the skaters ane in an Ciympic spor
withoar & kel CHympes Tacility. “Tha systam (n
Singapara) has served e skabers &0 far” said
Mr. Leigh. “Sut tha nink s nat an inernaticnal
standard, and thai's a big problam.” Vtheut an
CHym@is siza mnk, e skabers wil resar gat to
tha maxt competing levial Mor wil Singapara
gain membarship in the Inbernatonal Skating
Limian, confinms Mr. Lesgh

“A0 af us know that in the nest couple of years,
wa're gaing o see mom Asisns an the word
padiuma,” he asye. The iesue for Singapons,
than, is whedhsr il wamle e skaling athlelas
i the picture. To Mr. Leigh's thinking, thene
are same siaghifrvand queslions o be
coreidered, A we giving kide an equal
appertunily in apana? A the peaple in pawer,
i pecple wilh the Tinances, gaing 1o lend &
hand?™

Perfaps, e adde quietly, the casines ooukd
build the rinke “They usualy Pave lobs of
rafey”

Wil e powsers (hal e ponder the merils
ard dithculies of building an mlermalicnal rink
N Singapare, he skaters persssang with U
gFcumatamses vy bave in hand. Over four
days al Fuj ket Palace, (he jce slalen apan
mare han 20 hours warking with e Laighs.
Wbl Chey workesd prionarily an ice, he coachas
ales had an ofl-e jump class whane ey
practiced umging lachrgues in eal of 8 balsl
mirrar. There alao was 8 lecire on shating,



